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The proposal in this submission was prepared by the Racing Rules Committee Working Party. 

PROPOSAL: 

1. That the Federation ask each MNA that produces a rule book for its preferred software 
version for the production of its own 2005-2008 rule book (basic text in Microsoft Word or 
designed text in Quark Express, Adobe PageMaker or similar software). Any costs that 
need to be passed on to MNAs should be different for MNAs that want the designer-
produced version. 

2. That for the Racing Rules of Sailing the Federation engages a professional designer to 
create at least a Quark Express file. Whether other software versions are offered should 
be determined as a result of the MNA responses to 1 above. 

3. That the texts for the Case book and the two Calls books be designed by the same 
designer, and that the design be such that existing or new diagrams can be easily 
‘imported’ or inserted by ISAF staff or volunteers from the working party responsible for the 
content of the book. 

CURRENT POSITION: 

See below. 

REASON: 

This proposal arises from the Racing Rules Committee meeting minutes of November, 2002, 
item 13.3. When the 1997-2000 Racing Rules of Sailing was produced, the ISAF used the 
services of a book designer to produce the text in Quark Express from which the ISAF rule book 
was printed. That file was then made available to MNAs at an appropriate cost. 

In 2000, it was decided not to have the rule book designed professionally and therefore a Quark 
Express file was not available; only a simple WORD file was produced. This meant that MNAs 
that wanted it had to have that the WORD file converted to Quark or some other format for local 
printing. 

This not only cost some MNAs considerably more in the production of their rule books, but also 
meant that each MNA had to carefully check every word on every line as Quark Express and 
Word are not compatible. It also resulted in a lack of uniformity among MNA productions and 
considerable delay in the production of the rule book by some MNAs, including some in English-
speaking countries. 

This matter was raised at the MNA Executive Officers meeting in 2001 and there appeared to be 
general agreement that the ISAF should revert to a professional designer and make the 
resultant file available to MNAs. 

Similarly, in 2001 the production of the ISAF Case Book was delayed because of time needed to 
produce in-house text and some diagrams. A considerable amount of time was also required 
from the chairman of the working party responsible for the book. 
 


